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walked several times round the crater of Vesuvius, occasionally
in actual danger as they approached so close to seething masses
of lava that the soles of the Prince's boots were burnt. 'No one
could climb further into the crater than we did/1 he wrote to his
father. Geheimrat Kirschbaum was indignant. That is the
sheerest folly! How can any one walk deliberately into the crater
of a trembling, fire-spitting mountain and across chaotic masses
of lava, half an hour before darkness sets in and with a storm
threatening!* 2

Ludwig became impatient: 'Leave me alone, I am a Prince and
I am of age. I shall do as I like/

The Geheimrat again complained to his royal master of the
follies of the Prince: 'He associates too easily with people who
please him by their speech and attitude but who are not in the
least suitable for him, and he continues to wander about alone.

Ludwig had long been aware that the Geheimrat reported every-
thing that occurred. Kirschbaum continued to watch the Prince's
associates with suspicion. Ludwig took a fancy to Madame de W.,
the daughter of the American Ambassador in Paris, who was
staying at the same hotel. His tutor reported this to Munich
immediately, and although he admitted that the Prince had
fallen into good hands and that the lady was able to keep him
within bounds in public, he nevertheless added3 that Ludwig had
said to the Austrian Minister, Count Kaunitz, another such
happy-go-lucky young man: 'that it was a good idea to have one's
affairs handy in the same house/

The Royal Family, however, had not abandoned its hopes of an
alliance. The Court overwhelms me with courtesies and no one
could be more kind . . / wrote Ludwig to Ms father,4 'but this
cannot persuade me to love the Princess or marry her. I would
regard such a thing as my greatest misfortune/

Kirschbaum remained, as hitherto, at loggerheads with his
protege. The weather was very bad and a high sea was running.
Nevertheless, Ludwig wished to visit the islands Procida and
Ischia. The Geheimrat was afraid that the small boat would
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